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Response Authority:

SITUATION

Date Action Started:
Material Involved:
Substantial Threat:
Completion Date:

SITE INFORMATION

CERCLA

04/24/2000

301150

Hazardous Substances (mine settling pond)

Yes
04/26/2000

A. Incident Category

CERCLA Emergency Removal Action pursuant to Section 104

of CERCLA.

B. Site Description

1. Site description

The Rico Town' Pond site,

Argentine Mine

also known as Rico

site, is located approximately one mile
north of the Town of Rico, Colorado, on Highway 145.
The site is a complex of inactive and abandoned
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tunnels, water treatment plant, and settling ponds.
Effluent from the St. Louis tunnel flows into a series
of settling ponds, immediately adjacent to the Dolores
River. Hazardous materials such as cadmium, lead and
arsenic are being released from the tunnel to the
settling ponds.

The legal description of the site is the southeast
gquarter of Section 25, T.40 N, R. 11 W. The
approximate site coordinates are 37° 42' 05" North
latitude and 108c 01' 39" West longitude.

2. Description of threat

The uppermost settling pond contains sediment and
sludge laden with heavy metals noted above. The
conduit (a 12-inch culvert) from the uppermost pond to
the down gradient pond was partially blocked -
therefore preventing effluent from the uppermost pond
from flowing freely into the downgradient pond. The
uppermost pond was full, and its riverside embarkment
had begun to erode. A few weeks ago, the erosion
allowed the water, sediment, and sludge from the
settling pond to flow directly into the Dolores River.
Personnel from the Town of Rico had to dig a temporary
overflow channel to reduce the level of water in the
uppermost pond.

The Town Manager requested EPA to conduct an
emergency removal at the site to prevent further
release of the pond's water and sediment directly into
the Dolores River.

C. Site Evaluation Results

On April 14, 2000, the EPA OSC was accompanied by the
Town Manager of Rico, the Mayor of Rico, a member of the
Rico Board of Trustees, a member of the Rico Fire
Department, and EPA's contractor to visit and evaluate the
need for a removal at the site. Samples of water and
sediment were collected during the site visit. 1In 1996, the
START team had collected water and sediment samples at the
site. The 1996 results of the sediment collected from the
uppermost pond revealed elevated levels of cadmium: 227 ppm,
lead: 838 ppm, and arsenic: 49.4 ppm. The preliminary
results of the sediment taken between the tunnel and the
uppermost pond confirmed the results of the 1996 sampling.
As the weathexr continues to warm, the melting of the
snowpack above the uppermost pond will probably increase and
the erosion of riverside embankment of the uppermost pond
would accelerate, potentially allowing water and sediment
from the pond to flow directly into the Dolores River.



IV. RESPONSE INFORMATION
A. Situation
1. Removal actions to date

On April 19, 2000, EPA obtained a Warrant thru DOJ
which allowed the emergency response team to stabilize
the settling pond's embankment and prevent the release
of the mine waste into the River.

The EPA ERCS Contractor mobilized to the Site on
April 21 to prepare for the removal. On April 24,
after the Warrant was served to the property owner, the
ERCS contractor began the removal to stabilize the
site. Imported gravel was used to reinforce the
riverside embankment of the uppermost pond. An area of
the embankment, approximately 300 foot long and 12 foot
wide, was raised to at least 18 inches above the
existing pond water level. An additional culvert
consisting of two 8-inch pipes was built to drain the
water from the uppermost pond into the downstream
ponds. Also, an overflow riprap was built to drain the
water should the culvert fail its functioning and thus
prevent the water level in the uppermost pond from
raising above the existing level.

The Removal Action was then considered to be complete.
2. Enforcement

Because this was a Time-Critical, Classic
Emergency Removal Action, EPA has completed this as a
Fund-Lead and will pursue enforcement procedures at a
later date.
3. State and Local Role

on 4/10/00 the Town Manager of Rico requested
action by EPA to stabilize the site. The Town did not
have funds to address the situation.

B. Future Plans

None.

C. Key Issues

None at this time.

V. COST INFORMATION

Estimated construction costs are $40,000 to date. Total
final costs have not been received.
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Rico Town Pond Site
POLREP DIST. LIST

EPA INTERNAL MAIL ONLY

5/10/00
Melissa Rosas SEPR-ER

DOUG SKIE, SEPR-ER

STEVE HAWTHORN, 8 EPR-ER
MARTY SCHMIDT, 8EPR~ER
JOHN MRASHALL, SEPR-ER
PAT SMITH, 8EPR-ER, FOR CO, ND
SHARON KERCHER, 8ENF-T
MIKE RISNER, SENF-L

OSC: Tien Nguyen

KELCEY LAND, 8ENF-T
DIANNA LIM - EPR-PS
Attorney: Sheldon Muller SENF-L

Monrnica Heimdel S8ENF-T



POLREP FILE GENERATION

(TO BE SUBMITTED BY OSC WITH INITIAL POLREP)

Site Nam;E\C O
City/County/State: (‘ O
SSID NO. CASE NO.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Polreps Dist. List

Program Dir., Doug Skie, T. Leaders: Jim Knoy, Steve Hawthorn,
Luke Chavez (rotating)

RA, DRA, ARAships

ERD - Headquarters ATTN: Director (5202G)
Region Response Team Members (via fax - 29 members)

Other Fax Numbers:

80C ATTN: Rich Lathrop

Legal Depart (ENF) ATTN:  Sheldbn Muller BEwr- 2
OSC:

EPS:

Adm. Records Coordinator

State Program

Director/Manager
Address

National Pollution Fund Center: Y or N

OTHER: Mownica , fheiamdeh
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